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MOBILITY SCOOTER & WHEELCHAIRS

We offer a wide range of
mobility scooters & wheelchairs
in store.

From lightweight boot scooters
up to large road and off road /S

scooters

WALKING AIDS 3 STAIRLIFTS

We offer a
range of With a wide

walking aids range of stairlifts

such as walking Ovcli,|0b|e, you
sticks, rollators don't need to
and frames look any further!

SERVICING AND REPAIRS

With our highly experienced and skilled technicians we

provide a full servicing and repair service for ALL mobility
aids.

We also like to keep you mobile, so offer a FREE courtesy
scooter service whilst we have yours!

Every Day Aids
Rise & Recline Chairs
Scooter & Wheelchair Hire

01691 701007

VISIT US AT WELSH FRANKTON, OSWESTRY, SY11 4NX
WWW.SHROPSHIREMOBILITYSOLUTIONS.CO.UK




W. E. Price
FUNERAL DIRECTORS

We provide the highest level of care,
compassion and professionalism.

Available 24 hours a day
Pre-paid funeral plans available

Oswestry 01691 652995

www.wepricefuneraldirectors.co.uk
Oakwood, Salop Road, Oswestry, SY11 2RN
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nart Planning for Later Life

Professional
Oven Cleaning Services covering

Oswestry & surrounding areas. Call Jennifer Scott on:

07866 472083 .- 07791 655559

@ cleanandgleamovens @) cleanandgleamovens@gmail.com
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Oswestry School

Founded 1407
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We've been doing things differently since 1407. Don't take
our word for it - come and see for yourself.

Join us for a

Personal Tour
at our Prep School (4-11) or Senior School (11-18)

'We learn not for school but for life'

If you would like to arrange a Personal Tour, scan the QR i
code or speak to our admissions team on 01691 655711.
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GOD OF SURPRISES

You may recall that when | preached on the occasion of the Baptism of
Jesus last month, | remarked on how God presents us with situations we
weren’'t expecting and | suppose the departure of our Vicar could fit into
that category. While we wish Harvey and Liz every joy and happiness in
their new ministry it does present us with a few surprises as a parish but
also with some opportunities as individuals.

For a start | am surprised that | am writing this letter, the third
interregnum at which | have done so, but it does give me the opportunity
to say that | am pleased to welcome Revend Adrian and Father Phil as
colleagues at this time and also our Worship Leaders Jenifer, Sal and
Lindsay. We will endeavour, with the help of readers and intercessors
from the congregation, to maintain and develop our worship. In this |
know that we will be supported by our colleagues Reverend John and
Reverend Brian by prayer and in practical ways. There is the added
dimension this time in that we have a new Director of Music, Sam and
we look forward to fresh expressions in our worship as she builds on the
excellent standard she has inherited from Mike.

At the time of writing the Worship Team has not had the opportunity to
meet but hopefully by the time you read this we will have established a
protocol and will meet regularly to ensure good lines of communication.
Despite this it is planned to have a rota for February in place before the
start of the month. This will include details of the special services and
study groups for Lent which starts on Wednesday 18" February.

From the outset Father Phil will continue to be the contact for funerals, |
will continue managing the ministry of home communions and, although
he will continue to support the surrounding parishes who are in vacancy,
Reverend Adrian will also contribute to the worship at St Oswald’s.

There are of course many other activities which involve the parish priest
and, in our case, these include civic duties, ministry to the schools,
especially our church school at Morda, our Stay and Play Group, the
Place of Welcome and general visiting to the sick and elderly who are
unable to attend church. These are not all priestly duties and many
afford opportunities for lay people to broaden their ministries.

As time goes by there will be opportunities for many of you to be
surprised by God and | hope and pray that you will be receptive to these
calls to action so that when our new incumbent arrives, she or he will



find a vibrant welcoming church full of joy and basking in the peace which
passes all understanding.

May God bless us all

Keith

LENT STUDY GROUPS

The Mission and Ministry Team will again be
running Study Groups during Lent. We are
hoping to offer both daytime and evening

Sign-up sheets with details of times, venues
and the course being studied will be in church shortly with further
information on the weekly pew sheet as soon as arrangements have been

finalised.

PRAYING FOR OUR WORLD

Livdsay Clarke

The Mission and Ministry Team ask you to join them in prayer in the
Church Reading Area at 7 p.m. on the first Wednesday of each month, the
next meeting is February 4. You won’t need to speak if you don’t want to,
but your silent prayer and thoughts directed to God will add so much to
each meeting. So please join us and let’'s make this a “holy habit”.

For people who wish to come in and pray during the day, prayer
resources can be found in St. George's Chapel.



01691 653980
www.hoboflorist.co.uk G]
Griffin Courtyard, Oswestry, England, SY11 2NL
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BUILDING & MAINTENANCE

As many of you may be aware we have a small o
team at St Oswald’s that deals with these matters. {/
That team is not getting any younger!

Is there anyone out there with any of the following skills and is willing to
give a bit of time/talents to help? These are: -

e Knowledge/experience of any of the following - building,
construction, heating and electrical services, both design of, or
installation.

e  Project Management, preferably construction related, but other
types of project management have transferable skills to what we
do.

° Normal DIY skills to a reasonable standard.

e  Secretarial skills, particularly taking minutes of meetings, but
also filing, record keeping etc.

There are typically 6 regular meetings of the Committee per year, very
occasional one-off meetings if the need arises, and then DIY sessions, at
present usually on a Wednesday morning for about 2.5 hours, but other
days are possible. These occur as frequently as DIY jobs occur and
enough of us are available to do them. They are a pleasant social
interaction, and we always stop for a coffee and a chat, and they help
maintain St Oswald’s at a much-reduced cost than employing contractors.

This is not a “dark art” beyond the average person. We are only doing the
sort of things many of us do to our own homes, care and maintenance,
improvements, replacements, refurbishments, obtaining quotations, DIY —
just to a bit larger building of a different character. We will help you settle
in.

If any of you would like to join us, in either the committee direction, or the
DIY direction, or both, helping to maintain St Oswald’s in good order, then
please come forward and speak with either David, Muriel or John
whatever your age, albeit some people a bit younger to help would be
particularly welcome.

David Smith, Mariel Joves, Jolhn Abram



BELL RINGING NEWS
BoxING DAY Zip WIRE

The bell ringers once again hosted our teddy bear (or any other cuddly
toy) zip wire on Boxing Day. A fine team of volunteers arrived from just
after 9am on a fine (but very cold day) to get things set up for the
anticipated visitors. Particular thanks go to Peter Woollam who, whilst no
longer able to ring with us regularly, still Iends and sets up hIS equment
for us. : 2

certificate of achievement (and a
chocolate) and we are very grateful =
for many generous donations that will %f;
help towards maintaining our currentf"
bells and improving our training!
capabilities. Z

TRAINING BELLS PROJECT BEGINS

The 5th of January saw delivery of demountable scaffolding and the start
of our project to install two “dumb” training bells in the tower. This follows
the granting of a faculty to carry out this work by the Diocese.

Griffiths Hire Shops were on site at 8:20am (just after many schools
announced they were closed!) to deliver the scaffolding and we are most
grateful for their support with our project. The y . K >
pieces of scaffolding just fitted (by about an inch Re* e

at one door) up the stairs, with myself, Ben & Isla i
getting it all up into the ringing room in just over |
an hour.

Our steeple keeper John Hobley arrived and the |
next job was to put it all together, which you can i
see we managed! Over the next four days, John
and | have created new holes in the ceiling for the
training bells and other holes to adjust the rope
positions of 3 of our existing bells. To achieve
this, we are using the space in the clock room
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(which is between the bells and the ringing room) to divert the ropes. This
involves attaching pulley block to both floor and ceiling and the creation of
a chute to cradle the rope. John is making these chutes himself and is
rightly very proud of his first one!

The intention is to improve the layout of our existing rope circle whilst
creating room for the 2 training bells. These will ultimately fit into a circle
of 10 “bells” that we will be able to hear through a computer simulator.

These changes will make it easier for new ringers to have their first
experience on bells and enable a more interactive experience for visitors.
They will also help existing ringers progress through the creation of the 10
and, more importantly, a lighter ring of 6 for practice. We are doing this
work in memory and as a tribute to our dear friend and colleague Andrew
Harris - who had an ambition for 10 (all real) bells at St Oswald’s. We are
hoping to get the training bells installed by the end of February.

We're very grateful to Griffiths Hire Shops, Oswestry Town Council,
Whittington Parish Council, the Shropshire Association of Church
Bellringers, the church wardens and Harvey for support with our project.

Hope to give you a further update next month!

Briav Rothera

1"



EXCITING THREE CHOIR CONCERT IN ELLESMERE MARCH

Cantiones will join Ellesmere College Choral Society and Ellesmere
College Chapel Choir to present Bob Chilcott's dramatic St John
Passion. It should be emotional, with the benefit of having a small
orchestra featuring a large brass section and excellent soloists. In addition
each choir will present individual items to showcase their skills. All in all
this should be a concert not to be missed. It will take place at 19:00 at St
Oswald's Chapel in Ellesmere College on Saturday 14th March. Tickets
are £15 (U18s free) and are available online at www.ticketsource.co.uk/
cantioneschoir, from Siop Cwlwm in Bailey Street, Oswestry and on the
door.

on the door.

12


http://www.ticketsource.co.uk/cantioneschoir
http://www.ticketsource.co.uk/cantioneschoir

CHURCH SPRING CLEAN
SATURDAY 28™ MARCH 9.30AM—3.00PM

b

A list of areas to be cleaned will be available in church and it would be
appreciated if you could please indicate which area you have cleaned
so that cleaning isn’t duplicated.

As many people as possible are needed to give St
Oswald’s its annual spring clean in time for Easter.
Please come along with brushes, mops, vacuum
cleaners, etc. etc. so we can clean those places which
are not done on a weekly basis. We welcome
newcomers to St Oswald’s, as well as our regular
helpers, to assist with this annual task.

Natasha Bell and Muriel Joves

ST. OSWALD’S LADIES GROUP

Unfortunately, our January meeting was cancelled due to the snow. David
Preston has agreed to join us later in the year to speak to us.

Our next meeting will be on Monday 2nd February when we welcome
Justin Roper to speak to us about Battle of Agincourt - John of
Shrewsbury.

We are always pleased to meet new members at our
- meetings which are held in the Parish Centre on the
first Monday in the month at 2.30 p.m.

Awn Sagar

MOTHERS™ UNION FELLOWSHIP GROUP
The January meeting was cancelled due to bad weather.
Our February meeting will take place on the 12" and we will be using our
WAVE OF PRAYER SERVICE. The meeting will be in the Parish Centre
at 2.15 as usual and our speaker is Richard Major. All welcome.

Pam WMusson

13



" Pete Kirkha n
Garden Services

Grass cutting Hedge Trimming
Garden Maintenance Fencing
Log Splitting

i Family run business providing a
PYr professional reliable service
K£2F Pete - 07789586767

/5. % Ryan - 07767873700

ValentineWindow'
CLEANING

www. valentinewindowcleaning. co. uk

07540 648565

WINDOWS | SOFFITS & FACIAS | CLADDING | CONSERVATORIES
GUTTER CLEANING | JET WASHING | SOLAR PANELS
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A HISTORICAL PERSPECTIVE - 271
SOME THOUGHTS ON SURNAMES

One weekend last month | was driving, or being driven, from Shrewsbury
to Newport, for a brisk walk along the former canal there, and we passed
a road sign indicating a turning to a village, or perhaps a hamlet, called
Rodenhurst. | remember saying that Rodenhurst must have been home
to someone of that name who had been a priest in Oswestry in medieval
times.

Despite the stunned silence, perhaps the indifference, that greeted this
nugget of information, it stayed with me — and | was able to find John de
Rodenhurst, in 1338, in the records of Haughmond Abbey: he had been
granted a lease, for life, of the hospital of St John in Oswestry — its chapel,
houses, gardens, three crofts, and a dove-cot, on condition that he should
celebrate mass there at least five days each week, keep the buildings in
repair, and entertain (that is, accommodate) the abbot of Haughmond and
his canons when they might come to Oswestry.

At different times during the years that this column has featured in the
parish magazine, the subject of names has been discussed. We have
looked at changing fashions in the choice of forenames, at the surprisingly
rare choice of Oswald as a forename, at Welsh surnames and the
widespread use locally of Welsh forms of surnames (the use of ap and
ferch). We may have touched upon surnames reflecting someone’s trade
— noting for instance that the churchwardens’ accounts at the start of the
17™ century recorded work carried out to the church roof by Edward Tyler.
And we know that so many local surnames — on both sides of the border —
reflect the name of an ancestor — always a male ancestor — from many
generations ago: names such as Williams, Jones, Roberts, and Davies.

Most surnames, historically, fall into one of four or five categories —
reflecting a trade or occupation; the name of an ancestor; sometimes a
physical attribute of an ancestor who may for example have been tall,
short, strong, or red-haired; or (like John de Rodenhurst) reflecting where
an ancestor was from, either a place name, or a feature in the landscape.
Readers will know of many such ‘locative’ or ‘toponymic’ surnames: for
example the newsreader Julie Etchingham’s surname recalls a Sussex
village. Normally, to be adopted as a surname, the subject had to move
away, and to be given the name reflecting his or her origins. In medieval
records of Oswestry — from the 13™ and 14™ century — we can see
townspeople with the surnames Clun (‘de Clone’), Trafford (a village north
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-east of Chester), Muckleston (Mucklestone, on the Shropshire-
Staffordshire border), and Stanney (another village north of Chester).!

In each of these cases, they, or their ancestors, had moved to Oswestry.
In the case of the Mucklestons and Stanneys, they went on to become
major players in local life. St Oswald’'s had a curate called William
Muckleston from 1578 to 1592, and a vicar Richard Muckleston from 1612
to 1624; John Muckleston was Mayor of Oswestry in 1692. The Stanney
family were prominent in local life from the end of the 15" century through
to the mid-17" century; they served as Bailiffs (the senior-most councillor,
equivalent of Mayor) on numerous occasions, and St Oswald's still has a
fine chalice and paten donated by Richard Stanney in 1575.

That said, the number of locative surnames in use in Oswestry in, say,
1600, was small when compared to other types of surname, especially
those based on the father's name. Looking at the church’s gilt-lettered
boards listing former vicars of St Oswald’s, there are no more than four or
five examples: Richard Muckleston we have already noted, also Nathaniel
Tattersall (from Tattershall, a village in Lincolnshire with an early brick-
built castle), John Betton (from either Betton Strange or Betton Alkmere,
hamlets south of the A5, to the east of Bayston Hill), possibly John Cotton
(perhaps from Coton, just to the north of Shrewsbury), and, the earliest,
Walter Hangmere, whose name is likely to derive from Hanmer, just over
the border in what was formerly Flintshire, to the west of Whitchurch.

And a quick skim through the printed Churchwardens’ Accounts for the
years 1579 to 1615 identified only a small number of examples including
the bellfounder William Cleeberie, the locksmith Hugh Erthig, and John
Blodwell, a churchwarden in 1594 and 1607 2

Finally we might reflect on Oswestry as a surname. | have never come
across someone with the name and | recall, when | was much younger
and had access to a full set of phone books, checking each one in the
hope of finding an example. That said, | have come across examples in
lists of medieval documents, such as Reginald and Edmund Oswaldestre
from Shrewsbury, and Owen Oswestrie, transferred from a church in St
David’s diocese to a parish in St Asaph.? Presumably they were people
with roots in Oswestry who (or whose parents) had moved elsewhere, and

T All four places had close links, as did Oswestry, to the FitzAlans

2There are several instances of members of the Blodwell family serving as Bailiff, from at
least 1529 through to 1668

3 From 1402 and 1433 respectively: Calendar of Patent Rolls, 1401-1405, p166, and 1429-
1436, p265
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had adopted, or been labelled by others. It can be the luck of the draw
whether a surname survives from generation to generation, century to
century. Oswestry as a surname seems to have died out whilst the name
Muckleston has thrived — look it up on the internet and you will find
Mucklestons right across the world, and a society devoted to the research
of the name and its Shropshire links.

Johm Pryce-Joves

BONUS BALL

Congratulations to the December winners of the weekly Lotto Bonus Ball
draw who will each have received £29. The winners were:

Date Ball Number Winner

6 Dec 40 Hazel Pryce
13 Dec 59 Judi Neale
20 Dec 47 Elizabeth Steele
27 Dec 21 June Williams

| have a number which will become available at the beginning of March
when the new Bonus Ball year starts. The cost of joining is £13/quarter
which is collected either annually, half yearly or quarterly.

If you would like to join the St Oswald Bonus Ball, please let me know.

Paul Crosky
658606

Would you like to advertise your business?

A Quarter Page (9cm high x 6cm wide)
would cost you just £25 per year

That is 12 monthly issues per year

Really good value

Because it stays around the house for a whole month.

email: stoswald.office@gmail.com Tel: 652861
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A MONTH IN MUSIC

After my first month as Director of Music, | can honestly say it has been a
blast. You have all been so welcoming and supportive, and for that | am
eternally grateful.

The choir, Jo and | are still getting to know one another, but even from the
very first rehearsal and service, | could already hear and feel a difference.
With the incredibly encouraging feedback we've received, it's clear that
this is only the very beginning of something special. To quote just two of
the comments we've had: “The choir sounded absolutely amazing —
every note felt like an offering,” and “I especially loved ‘Three Kings’ — |
haven’t heard it like that before!” Comments like these mean so much to
us and really affirm the joy of making music together in worship.

News from the Suggestions Post Box!

There haven’t been many suggestions so far — so either you’re very
happy, or you haven't found the box yet! It's on the notices table as you
come into church, on the right. I'll leave it there for another couple of
weeks, so please do take the opportunity to share any thoughts or ideas if
you haven't already.

New Repertoire
I’'ve been searching high and low for more inclusive morning settings and
small anthems and hymns for us to sing, and I've found a couple that I'd
love us to try. To that end, | would like to invite you all to a singing
workshop on Sunday 8th February, where we’'ll go through the new
pieces together.

We'll be learning Macmillan’s St Anne’s Mass and “Forgive Our Sins
as We Forgive” (arr. Baldwin), which we will sing during the Ash
Wednesday service and towards the end of Lent. The session will take
place straight after the morning service (around 12.15pm) and will last
around 1-1%. hours — and a light lunch will be provided as a reward for
all our hard work!

Jo and | are also working on providing learning tracks, which will be
uploaded to St Oswald’s YouTube channel, so you can listen and sing
along at home. The more you immerse yourself in the music, the easier it
becomes. A handy trick of mine when learning new music is to sing along
while doing the housework — so brush off those vocal cobwebs while
finishing the washing up! Of course, you'll have my full support if you have
any difficulties, but | have great faith that you'll do just fine.

18



Choir Recruitment

We are also recruiting new members for the choir! Please do get in touch
if you'd be interested in singing. Being able to read music is always
helpful, but it isn’t essential — that’'s something we can teach. All we ask
for is enthusiasm and a voice.

Joining the choir begins with a simple session with me, just to see where
we'’re at. If that goes well, you're invited to try the choir for a six-week
probation period, with absolutely no obligation to stay afterwards. With
singing, it's important that it’s the right fit — both for the singer and for the
choir as a whole.

Malcolm Powell

As a choir, we are so sad to hear about the passing of Malcolm Powell
who gave so much dedication and artistry, playing the organ for the choir
when Veronica was poorly. We are all keeping his family in our minds and
give thanks to his gift of music to us. Wishing you a restful sleep, Malcolm.

That’s all from me for now. Thank you all again for entrusting me with the
music of this fine church and community. Please do not hesitate to get in
touch if you have any questions or concerns. | wish you a pleasant month,
full and enriched with music.

With warmest wishes,
Samantha Lewis-Widnall
Director of Music
St Oswald’s Parish Church, Oswestry

COFFEE ROTA FOR FEBRUARY

1  Judi Neale Babs Bone Elaine Leek
8 Hazel Pryce Dilys Lloyd Jane Mayne
15 Val Hamer Glenda Evison KayCole/Fiona Pearson
22 Ann Sagar Dilys Lloyd Olwen Phillips
It was ......

80 years ago, on 11" February 1946, that the Revised Standard Version
of the New Testament was published. It was the first major English-
language update of the Bible since the King James version was
published in 1611.

19



Services at S. Oswald’s

February 1
Candlemas

February 8
2nd before Lent

February 15
Sunday before Lent

February 22
Lent 1

Every Thursday

08:00
10:30
18:00

10:30

08:00
10:30
15:00

10:30
17:30

10.30

Holy Communion

Parish Eucharist with sung setting
Sequence of Music and Readings for
Candlemas

Parish Eucharist with sung setting

Holy Communion

Parish Eucharist with sung setting
Celebration of Community with Mayor
ClIr Rosie Radford

Parish Eucharist with sung setting
Reflective Space

Holy Communion (BCP)

Wednesday 18—Ash Wednesday : 1030 - Eucharist (said)
(There will be the imposition of
Ashes at both Eucharists)

MORNING PRAYER is streamed online through the church Facebook
page at 9 o’clock on Wednesday and Friday. Sunday worship is on the

YouTube page.

Enquires for Baptisms, Marriages etc should be made to the Parish Office.
Please email the Parish Administrator (stoswald.office@gmail.com) for an

appointment.

1900 - Sung Eucharist

Services at Rhydycroesau

First Sunday
February 1

2nd before Lent
February 8

Lent 1
February 22

09:30

09:30

09:30

All Age Service

Holy Communion

Holy Communion
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Parish Church of St. Oswald, King & Martyr

Music LisT - FEBRUARY 2026

Sunday 1st February Presentation of Christ in the Temple
10.30am Parish Eucharist

Setting: Archer - St. Albans Service

Anthem: O thou the central orb (Wood)
6.00pm Sequence of Music and Readings for Candlemas
Sunday 8" February 2" Sunday before Lent
10.30am Parish Eucharist

Setting: Mathias — Common Service in C

Anthem: The Heavens are telling (Haydn)
Sunday 15" February Sunday next before Lent
10.30am Parish Eucharist

Setting: Shephard - Addington Service

Anthem: Christ be our light (Farrell)
3.00pm Celebration of Community with Mayor Clir. Rosie Radford
Wednesday 18th February Ash Wednesday
7.00pm  Parish Eucharist

Setting: MacMillan - St. Anne’s Mass

Anthems:

At the Ashing: Forgive our sins as we forgive
(trad. Arr Baldwin)
At Communion: View me Lord a work of thine (Lloyd)

Sunday 22nd February Lent 1
10.30am Parish Eucharist

Setting: Archer - St. Albans Service

Anthem: Salvator mundi (Tallis)

Palm Crosses — Ash Wednesday (February 18) is soon
upon us so can you please return your palm crosses from
previous years so we can use them to make the ash for
this year. Please place them in the basket provided.
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CALENDAR FOR
FEBRUARY 2026

Monday 2

Tuesday 3
Wednesday 4

Sunday 8
Tuesday 10

Wednesday 11

Thursday 12
Tuesday 17
Monday 23
Tuesday 24
Wednesday 25

1000 Clergy Eucharist and Meeting

1430 Ladies Group—Parish Centre

1030— 1230 Place of Welcome - Parish Centre
0830— 0940 Oswestry School Assembly

1000 Under 5's Playgroup—Parish Centre

1900 Praying for Our World— Reading Area
1930 Scholars & Gentlemen—Parish Centre
1215 New Repertoire Singing Workshop—see page 18
1000 Home Communion Service—St Catherine’s
1030— 1230 Place of Welcome - Parish Centre
1000 Under 5's Playgroup—Parish Centre

1930 Scholars & Gentlemen—Parish Centre
1415 Mothers’ Union Fellowship Group

1030— 1230 Place of Welcome - Parish Centre
1930 Guild of Servers Mass

1030— 1230 Place of Welcome - Parish Centre
0830— 0940 Oswestry School Assembly

1000 Under 5's Playgroup—Parish Centre

1930 Scholars & Gentlemen—Parish Centre

)ifl-|ST OSWALD’S
5/ BOOK cLUB

St Oswald's Book Club continues to meet fortnightly on a
Wednesday at 7.30pm in the Parish Office. Our present
book is 'Praying by Heart, The Lord's Prayer for Everyone' by
Stephen Cottrell.

All are welcome to join us for coffee and cake and lively
discussion! We look forward to seeing you there.

Please check St Oswald's website and weekly pew sheet for
information on dates

Follow us on Facebook at www.facebook.com/stoswaldsoswestry
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NEW YEAR,
NEW VOICE

Make your resolution count this year!

JOIN ST. OSWALD'S p
CHURCH CHOIR Y

af

: and be a partof a Iong-standing" i

0 ex IoreamH’ar

mmfemmmger’nd new-

Dwect&rnﬁMusmjg,mantha wis, Mezzo
Soprano

Become part of a welcoming community

Start your year with the joy of music and
improved health through reductlon of
'\, stress, improyed athin, stu and \ O
sorenemmad N
\[No experlef!n ?{Ieceésafy \ﬁjst enthusnasm' ' ,‘
Chlldren from years of age's and'adu|ts/§en|or
adults of anyage ara more than welcome!

Contact the Dirdctor of Music for more information:
samanthalewiswidnall@gmail.com
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DIOCESE OF DRAW NEAR IN LENT
LICHFIELD

Helen Emery, the diocese’s Whole Life Discipleship
Officer is excited about ways of adding meaning to Lent this year.

e Opening the curtains each morning and seeing the light which
floods the room as God flooding my day with His light of love.

e Savouring the first sip of coffee | take, thanking God for the joyful
flavour and asking to be shown joy in whatever the day has ahead.

e Seeing my shower as a mini — baptism preparing me for the day
ahead.

e Using my commute to work or my drive to the supermarket as an
opportunity to pray for those | will encounter there.

e Asking God to take away any rubbish which is not helpful in my life
as | take the bins out each week.

These are all ways of infusing our everyday habits with deeper, life-giving
meaning. It is nothing new — these are all suggestions | have heard over
the years from fellow disciples on the faith journey. | am sure you have
similar habits which can turn into tiny yet significant rituals.

The challenges for me — as a disciple and in my role as Whole life
Discipleship officer for Lichfield Diocese — is to take the big picture of what
| believe about the life, death and resurrection of Jesus, the mind-blowing,
eternal significance of it, the heart-swelling enormity of it — and ensure it
makes a different to the tiny detail of my every day, ordinary, here and
now life. However you do that — whether it be through actions and re-
actions, prayers and practicalities — | believe it is the essence of Lent. Self
-examination, repentance and sacrifice.

For Lent 2026, resources published from Church House will be under the
banner of “Draw Near: Life-giving habits for Lent’. So this theme of
building our ‘rhythms of life’ — habits and patterns which help us grow as
disciples of Christ day by day — is particularly current.

The booklet and app will focus on 6 aspects - worshipping together,
praying, exploring the Bible, sharing communion, offering service and
sharing the good news with others.

So | invite you this Lent to join me in striving to bring our discipleship that

little bit more into the ‘whole of life’ - and seeing the transformation it can
bring to our relationship with God, ourselves and each other.
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Look out for the ‘Draw Near’ resources on the
Church of England’s various channels: www.cofe.io/
DrawNear and join in individually or as small groups

on social media channels (@thechurchofengland
and the ‘Everyday Faith’ app on smartphones.

If you’re considering running a small group during
Lent and want ideas, do talk to Helen who has
scoped out a large number of options and can make

suggestions appropriate to your setting:

helen.emery@lichfield.anglican.org

PUBLICATION DETAILS FOR NEXT MONTH
Material required in the Office SUNDAY, 8 FEBRUARY

Make-up day for working party, and publication: Tuesday, 17 February

PLEASE COULD ALL ORGANISATIONS AND GROUPS
IN THE CHURCHES TRY TO SEND SOME NEWS IN - EVEN IF YOU'VE
NOT BEEN IN THE HABIT OF DOING SO.

Why not nominate a Correspondent?
Email dianedawson15@gmail.com

Oswestry Christian Bookshop

0¢books.co.uk

Warmly invites you to visit our shop
& browse our wide selection of
Christian literature & media including:

Bibles

Books (for adults & children)
Cards

Music

DVDs

Gifts

Gift Vouchers

Our extensive selection of stock also
includes second hand books.

Lower Brook Street, SY11 2HG 01691661936
email: info@ocbooks.co.uk

WOODLAND RESIDENTIAL
CARE HOME LTD.

Trefonen Road, Morda,
Oswestry SY10 9NX

Come and visit us

A welcoming, caring, stimulating
environment where residents
feel safe, relaxed and at home.

Woodland staff are fully
trained and dedicated to
providing care and support
wherever needed

Tel: 01691 656963

25



mailto:dianedawson15@gmail.com
mailto:info@ocbooks.co.uk
http://www.cofe.io/DrawNear
http://www.cofe.io/DrawNear
mailto:helen.emery@lichfield.anglican.org

S
[ @ .
=X = 3
[ (—] % #
e % 55
Rl » S ;
2r = R e S @B
(24 u - o Vo N
Z < @ — = 37 A
n g
"DUAM - “n “» CE AR A
= (-] ® 5 dded ainydinos ay3 }SIA
S s ;¢
& =T =
D L S L
= = S ¢
- -
(— ] <
-
_—
il

26



SPRING MESSENGER

As winter starts to draw to a close and the days are getting

caune ror — noticeably longer we all start to search for signs of spring.
GOD'S ACRE " one of the first spring flowers is the Lesser Celandine.
This little plant, often viewed as a garden weed, lights up our churchyards
with bright, shiny, yellow stars set off beautifully by the surrounding dark
green heart-shaped leaves. An old name for Lesser Celandine was
‘Spring Messenger’ and, like the Snowdrop, it can lift the spirits with the
message that spring is coming.

Another old name is Pilewort, suggesting that this plant was used to treat
haemorrhoids. Richard Maybey in his Flora Britannica considers this
prescription to have been due to the Doctrine of Signatures, a belief that
similar shaped plants could cure specific ills. In the case of Lesser
Celandine it is the knobbly tubers that were thought to resemble piles!

Lesser Celandine is a common plant which can spread fast and likes
shady damp areas, but it is not fussy and can be found in grassland, at
the base of walls or monuments, on banks, verges and along path edges
and is always to be found within churchyards, chapel yards and
cemeteries. The cheerful yellow flowers can carpet the ground offering an
important early nectar supply to emerging insects such as queen
bumblebees, beetles and other pollinators.

Although small, the Lesser Celandine has attracted the attention of the
famous. Wordsworth wrote three poems about it and the naturalist Gilbert
White of Selborne in Hampshire recorded when he saw his first Lesser
Celandine each year, the average date being the 21 February. This date
has been known as Celandine Day since 1795. Now, due to climate
change, the flowers can be seen earlier in the year with some coming
into bloom in late January.

Enjoy the Lesser Celandine in February, its flowers and leaves both die
back in late spring so please make a record of it using iNaturalist, as
anyone looking at plants later in the year may not find any remaining
traces of it so it can easily go unrecorded. Although a common plant it is
an important one and one on which our early pollinators rely.

All the best,
Harriet
Harriet Carty,
Diocesan Churchyard Environmental Advisor, harriet@cfga.org.uk,
www.caringforgodsacre.org.uk - individuals and groups in the diocese
receive 20% members discount on all CfGA materials.
Use the discount code diomem?22
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GARNER PUGH
& SINCLAIR

Chartered Accountants

Partners
Paul Evison, F.C.A.
Jonathan Hughes, F.C.A.
Philip Evison, F.C.A.
Heather Kirby, F.C.C.A.

3 Belgrave Place,
ICAEW 19 Salop Road,

Oswestry,

SY11 2NR.

Tel: 01691 652044
Fax: 01691 670712

MEMBER FIRM

admin@gpands.co.uk

The Specialist for All your
Trophy Requirements and
Engraving

PLUS
KEY CUTTING

ENGRAVING PLUS

11 Albion Hill, Oswestry,
Shropshire
Telephone: Oswestry 654893
Fax 01691 670419

EsT. 1906

R.J]. CHRISTIAN LTD

JEWELLERY SALES AND
REPAIRS

21 BAILEY STREET
OSWESTRY, SY11 1PX
Tel: Oswestry 652091

Email: richristianltd@gmail.com.

F=Y PLACE OF
@ WELCOME

§ friendships evewonesm“es
scuppd inclusive

accemed SWOI N5
Snof;?gef uorsen 4
ve.chat:

Fiondly:s
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=support

ipportive

at St Oswald’s Parish Centre,
* Church Street, Oswestry

Tuesdays, 10.30 to 12.30
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NEWSLETTER
p WoRkEA PRGSECT JANUARY 2026

The new term will soon begin, and as | wait in anticipation for what God
will do in our schools this term, | can reflect on the blessings from last
term. 13 Advent in a Box workshops took place over November and
December. These workshops were well received from both pupils and
teachers as they discovered more about the Christmas story, and the
importance of Jesus through the themes of Advent. The children were
delighted that they were able to take home their own mini box, full of
activities from the session. Many of the Children told me that they enjoyed
learning about some of the less common people within Jesus' story such
as Zechariah and Elizabeth and Simeon and Anna. Staff in the schools
also thought this workshop was just as good as Christmas in a Box, and
were impressed by the quality of the resources and activities.

The SCWP would like to thank all our supporters for your prayers and kind
donations to allow this valuable initiative to take place.

Christmas assemblies were also well received, allowing pupils to consider
how they can make room this Christmas for Jesus and the difference he
can make in our lives.

When schools return after the Christmas break | will be making bookings
for assembilies, lessons and Diary of a Disciple workshops. Please pray
for schools as they book each activity.

Thank you for your continued support of the project.

Blessings
Jane Webber
Things to Pray For

e Bookings for the Spring Term

e Safety as pupils and staff travel to and from school in the winter
weather

e Opportunities to build deeper relationships with schools, staff
and pupils

25 years ago, on 19" February 2001 that the first case of foot-and-mouth
disease in the 2001 UK outbreak was detected at an abattoir in Essex.
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INTRODUCING DAME SARAH MULLALLY -
THE 106™ ARCHBISHOP OF CANTERBURY

The Rt Revd and Rt Hon Dame Sarah Mullally DBE officially became
Archbishop of Canterbury on 28" January 2026, when she was legally
confirmed at St Paul's Cathedral.

Most people know that she had been Bishop of London for several years,
and that she is the first woman to ever become Archbishop of Canterbury.
But what else do you know about her?

*

She was born in Woking in 1962, and is one of four children, with two
sisters and one brother.

She attended Winston Churchill Comprehensive School and Woking
Sixth Form College. She went on to South Bank Polytechnic and
Heythrop College, University of London

She worked as a nurse in the National Health Service, which she has
described as "an opportunity to reflect the love of God". She
specialised as a cancer nurse and became a ward sister at
Westminster Hospital, before being made Director of Nursing at
Chelsea and Westminster Hospital.

In 1999, at the age of 37, she was appointed the Government's Chief
Nursing Officer for England in the Department of Health. She was the
youngest person ever to be appointed to the post. Bishop Sarah was
made a Dame Commander of the British Empire in 2005 in recognition
of her outstanding contribution to nursing.

She had become a Christian at the age of 16. While working as the
Chief Nursing Officer for England, she discerned a call to ordination
and entered training ministry at the South East Institute for Theological
Education.

She was ordained in 2001 and served her curacy in St Saviour’'s
Battersea Fields, initially as a self-supporting minister, before leaving
her government post in 2004, which she has described at the time as
“the biggest decision | have ever made”.

Archbishop Sarah is married to Eamonn, an Irish-born IT and
Enterprise Architect who enjoys beekeeping and volunteering as a
London tourist guide.

The couple have two grown-up children, Liam and Grace.
She is Chair of Christian Aid.

In her spare time, she loves cooking, walking and pottery.

(Parish Pump— February 2026)
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THE PRESENTATION OF CHRIST IN THE TEMPLE/ CANDLEMAS

Candlemas, 2™ February, comes exactly 40 days after Christmas. In New
Testament times 40 days old was an important age for a baby boy: it was
when they made their first ‘public appearance’. Mary, like all good Jewish
mothers, went to the Temple with Jesus, her first male child - to ‘present
Him to the Lord’. Thus, we have the Festival of the Presentation of Christ
in the Temple (Luke 2: 22-40). So where does the Candlemas bit come
in? Jesus is described in the New Testament as the Light of the World,
and early Christians developed the tradition of lighting many candles in
celebration of this day.

Candemas |P B PYODE | B P NN M G| Appearance
Forty TNWFRMLS I AN HR|Mary
Days WTLETAPRPFBSN S| Jewish
After TWTSNDMPOS | YA F|Temple
chistmas |[INFNTAGERAWDM | Al fesival
Now ANO I TATNESER P V| esentation
Testament DECVRYNJ LLSHLR described
oot |AEAAOTETDTCY I 1f, 0
mportan BTNLPPMNNHRLGT| ~
Age SCDDMSAMTS | RHC
Baby EELBICTPJGBAT ||®@des
Boy SWEYEASAHOEE | B|ighting
First AWSYADETYNDFN A|early
Public PUBLICTIYGCIGG
119 5 8 |[Sudoku
E
206 381 g 2%y
8 7 4
9 6
34 8 6 117
PUZ2LES]| 2 1
Solutions 4 8 1
on 7 3192 6|5
page35 |g| |2 83
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Across

1 ‘If you love those who
love you, what — is
that to you?’

(Luke 6:32) (6)

4 ‘They threw the ship’s
— overboard’

(Acts 27:19) (6)

7 The first murderer
(Genesis 4:8) (4)

8 He was the head
Levite in charge of the
singing when the ark
of God was brought
back to Jerusalem (1
Chronicles 15:22) (8)

9 Samson was noted
for this (Judges 16:6)
(8)

13 Solicit money or food
from passers by (Acts 3:2) (3)

16 What William Booth’s Christian Mission became in 1878 (9,4)

17 Alliance of Religions and Conservation (1,1,1)

19 ‘I will praise your name for ever and ever. — — | will praise you’
(Psalm 145:1-2) (5,3)

24 Simon had (anag.) (8)

25 Desperate (Deuteronomy 28:48) (4)

26 Elisha witnessed the boy he was seeking to resuscitate do this seven
times before opening his eyes (2 Kings 4:35) (6)

27 The belly and thighs of the statue in Nebuchadnezzar's dream were
made of this (Daniel 2:32) (6)

Down

1 ‘Before the — crows, you will disown me three times’ (Matthew 26:75)
(4)

2 Relating to the books of the Bible between Acts and Revelation (9)

3 ‘They have — the Lord out of the tomb, and we don’t know where they
have put him!" (John 20:2) (5)

4 Belief (5)

5 ‘Take the following fine spices: ... 250 shekels of fragrant —’
(Exodus 30:23) (4)

6 ‘Do not — Jerusalem, but wait for the gift’ (Acts 1:4) (5)

10 A seer (anag.) (5)

11 ‘Even there your hand will — me’ (Psalm 139:10) (5)
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12 The wild variety was part of John the Baptist’s diet (Mark 1:6) (5)

13 A non-Greek speaker who was looked down on by civilized people
Colossians 3:11) (9)

14 Famous 1950s musical whose characters included members of 16
Across, — and Dolls (4)

15 The province from which Paul wrote to the Corinthians
(1 Corinthians 16:19) (4)

18 ‘He was standing in the gateway with a linen cord and a measuring —
— his hand’ (Ezekiel 40:3) (3,2)

20 ‘Today, if you hear his — , do not harden your hearts as you did in the
rebellion’ (Hebrews 3:15) (5)

21 The Jericho prostitute who hid two Israelite spies on the roof of her
house (Hebrews 11:31) (5)

22 ‘And now these three remain: faith, — and love. But the greatest of
these is love’ (1 Corinthians 13:13) (4)

23 ‘God has numbered the days of your reign and brought it to an end’
(Daniel 5:26) (4)

|PUZ?LES| Solutions on page 35

7 | 2 |Sudoku
9|5 3 Medium
6|7 3|29
9 1
411|6 7195
6 1

3|11/8 4|6
2 714
8 4

© 2013 KrazyDad.com

65 years ago, on 9" February 1961 that the Beatles played at the Cavern
Club in Liverpool for the first time.

50 years ago, on 11" February 1976 that John Curry won Britain’s first-

ever Olympic gold medal in figure skating.
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) Oswestry Tourist
Information
Centre

Oswestry Town Market Hall
Bailey Head SY11 2PZ
Open Wednesday, Friday and Saturday
10am to 3pm
M: 0753 699 2588
VisitOswestry.co.uk

y /8 \\

\ ¢
OSWESTRY Visit Oswestry
TOWN MARKET A
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REGISTERS

As God has lent them to us, so we say farewell and give

back in HOLY DYING:

S Oswald’s

January 5 William Benyon, aged 91
January 12 Barry Johnson, aged 80

¢
.+.

SAMARITANS

Whatever you’re going through, we’ll go through it with you

Phone 116 123 calls are free

Oswestry Parish Church exists to propagate and nurture the love of God through
the teachings of Jesus Christ thereby serving the needs of the whole community
and enriching everybody's lives, through worship and prayer.
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BELLRINGERS Captain:
Secretary:

CARD SHOP

CARETAKER

CHURCH CLEANING
CO-ORDINATOR

CHURCH FLOWERS

ELECTORAL ROLL
HOME COMMUNION

LADIES GROUP

LEGACY ADVISOR
MOTHERS’ UNION
PARISH ADMINISTRATOR
PARISH CENTRE

Chairman
Booking Secretary

PARISH NEWS: Editor
Advertising

PARISH RECORDER &
GIFT AID SECRETARY

PCC LAY CHAIRMAN
PLACE OF WELCOME

SACRISTAN
SAFEGUARDING OFFICER

UNDER 5's PLAYGROUP

WEBSITE:
WEBSITE SPIDER

CONTACTS - ST OSWALD’S

Mr Brian Rothera 657778
Ms Jan Snowball, 671152

07732712484
Ann Email: annashworth@btinternet.com 652138
Chris. Email: christine.abram@googlemail.com 653316
Mr Matt Wilson 07377 087595
Natasha Bell 653783
Glenda 653315
Chris. 653316
Mr Andrew Clarke 659340
Revd Keith Musson 656212
Miss June Williams 652544
Mr Michael Limbrey 654081
Mrs Pam Musson 656212
Ms Carron Boulton 652861
Ms Carron Boulton 652861

Email: stoswald.office@gmail.com

Mrs Diane Dawson Email dianedawson15@gmail.com

Email: stoswald.office@gmail.com 652861
Mrs Alison Vincent 07541 056235
Email; alisonvincent43@btinternet.com

Mr DP Evison 653315
Mrs Elaine Leek 778024
E-mail leek1@btinternet.com

Mr Michael Jones 653598
Ms Carron Boulton 652861

Email: stoswald.office@gmail.com

Manager: Ms Sigourney Merrony-Potton
Email: stoswalds.uSs@gmail.com

www.stoswaldsoswestry.org.uk
Anne Pilsbury, email: annepilsbury@gmail.com
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CANTAB ELECTRICAL LTD

Allun Jones -
~ EE-=A Telephone: 01978 820026 RIS ENES
DOMESTIC ila
INSTRULER |_'_| Mobile: 07989 921630 :::_l't:ven n

Email: cantab.electrical@btinternet.com
Cantab, Rhos y Madoc, Ruabon, Wrexham, LL14 6LP

All aspects of electrical work, Domestic, Commercial, Industrial and
Agricultural Installations.
Inspections and Testing, Emergency Lighting Installation,
Inspection and Testing, Fault Diagnosis,
Maintenance Service, Alterations, Additions and Improvements,
Security Lighting.
Part P Registered - Cerlificates issued.
Free Quotations.

QUTSTANDING CARE

39-41 Church Street, Oswestry, Shropshire, SY1125Z

Offering bespoke care packages,
maximising choice and quality

We hold tight to traditional family values ensuring our carefully selected, well
trained staff enjoy helping both clients and their families feel protected, safe and
valued. We specialise in delivering short and long term care in Oswestry and
surrounding areas but all packages are bespoke to the individual. Driven by a
commitment to ensure all aspects of service reflect the value of being at home.

If you want more information about our care services or about -
Inspected and rated

employment opportunities please call into our town office
(OppositaPark Gates) Outstanding ¥y

Open Monday - Friday 09:00-17:00 CareQuality
call 01691 650067 Commission
For further details and an application form
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Contact us 01691 674222
07967 672053
sales@allumroll.com

www.allumroll.com
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David Davies & Sons

FUNERAL DIRECTORS
ESTABLISHED 1840

A caring, compassionate
and discreet service

from a family business
since 1840

1Upper Church Street
Oswestry « SY11 2AA

Oswestry 01691 653116 (24 hrs)
www.daviddaviesandsons.co.uk




